Aquaculture is the farming of certain types of freshwater
and marine fin fish and shellfish. There is also new
technology in the farming of seaweed and sea urchins.

Most fin fish such as salmon, trout or shellfish are farmed
for food production but some are bred for angling or for
ornamental ponds.

Fish such as salmon, trout, sea bass, turbot and small
volumes of halibut and cod, are bred and reared in enclosed
tanks or cages in the water. Shellfish such as scallops,
mussels, oysters, crabs and lobsters are farmed in their
natural marine environment, for example mussels are
grown on ropes hanging in the sea from floats.

Although there is some aquaculture activity throughout the
UK, it is mainly concentrated in Scotland, with some mussel
production in Wales and Cornwall.

You could work for a variety of different organisations
including:

Multinational companies

Public sector companies such as Marine Scotland
Research organisations

Privately owned companies including commercial fish
farms, private estates and angling organisations.
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Key facts

1

There are currently around 550 aquaculture
businesses in the UK employing over 5,000
people

64% of those employed in the industry work in
the North West of Scotland and Western Isles,
Orkney and Shetland

Between 2010 and 2020 the industry will need to
recruit 2,000 people

Many of the companies operating within the UK
are Norwegian or Dutch owned multinational
companies

Salaries for Fish Farm Workers are around
£20,000 plus overtime a year

Fish Farm Site Managers earn in the range of
£33,000 - £38,000 a year depending on
experience

Salaries for Fish Biologists start around £25,000
for new entrants and go up to £43,500

Many fish farms are located in remote areas and
the ability to drive may be a requirement

You may also be provided with free
accommodation.
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Typical jobs in aquaculture
Fish Farm Worker (Fish Farm Assistant)

Fish Farm Workers are involved in all aspects of production
work including feeding, grading, harvesting net changing
and other general maintenance tasks including boat
handling. An experienced Fish Farm Worker may be able to
move up to Fish Farm Supervisor.

Fish Farm Supervisor (Fish Farm Technician)

A Fish Farm Supervisor will lead a small team in the
day-to-day operations on site, usually working under the
direction of the Assistant Site Manager or Site Manager.
There may be opportunities for a Fish Farm Supervisor to
be promoted to Assistant Site Manager or Site Manager in
larger fish farms.

Fish Farm Site Manager

Fish Farm Managers run one or more fish farms. They are
responsible for all activity on the site including stock
management, staff management and site health and safety.
An experienced Fish Farm Manager may move up to
Regional Manager.
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Fish Farm Regional Manager

Some of the larger aguaculture businesses have fish farms
spread across a number of regions. In these situations they
may employ a Regional Manager to oversee operations
across the sites. This is a responsible position and will
require travel between sites. It will include office -based
work as well as outdoor work.

Fish Biologist

The Fish Biologist is an important expert in all aspects of
aquaculture. They will be responsible for the health and
welfare of the stock on one or more sites and will carry out
surveys to assess the impact of fish farming operations on
the local surroundings.

’ twitter@LantraCareers




