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Lantra Awards Level 4 Award as a 

Suitably Qualified Person 
 

At a glance… 
 

Qualification 
  

Delivery Method: Online 

Recognised by: Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) 

Prerequisites: There are no formal requirements for entrance to this 
assessment. 

However, you will need a good command of written and 
spoken English to be an SQP and study for the assessment. 

This is an online assessment, so you'll need to have good IT 
skills. 

 

 

Introduction 

Become a Suitably Qualified Person (SQP) to prescribe and dispense veterinary medicines with 

our convenient online qualification. 
 

Overview in brief 

Suitably Qualified Persons (SQPs) are animal 

health professionals who are qualified to 

prescribe and dispense specific veterinary 

medicines.  

SQPs are registered with a regulatory body 

approved by the UK's Veterinary Medicines 

Directorate (VMD). 

For your convenience, this is a totally online 

qualification. 

It's aimed at both those who wish to become 

SQPs and those who wish to 'top-up' their 

existing qualification. 
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The finer details 

Our Level 4 Award as a Suitably Qualified Person (SQP) 

qualification gives you professional recognition with the VMD. 

It will enable you to operate as an SQP in a retail environment, or as part of a multi-disciplinary 

veterinary team.  

We've designed our qualification around a modern busy lifestyle - it's 100% online and remotely 

invigilated. 

This means that you can sit your assessments whenever you choose, from the comfort of your 

home or workplace.  

Our qualification is also modular and super flexible. So, you can 'top-up' your qualification in 

bite-sized modules, by adding on individual animal species' units.   

We have four species to choose from: Companion Animal, Farm Animal, Equine and Avian. 

You can complete just one, two, three or all four species in any combination and at your own 

pace. 

So, it's ideal if you're living in a remote location, or are time-poor and need a flexible, self-study 

route to competence.  

Worth noting: This qualification is assessment-only and does not include training. If required, 

online training is also available from our Provider Vetpol Ltd. 

Phone Caroline on 07866 475866 or contact: https://vetpol.uk/contact-us/ 

  

 

Who should attend? 

This qualification is for you if you currently work in the animal health industry and have an 

interest in becoming an SQP. 

It's also suitable for you if you're already a qualified SQP with one of three VMD regulators; 

AMTRA, VetSkill and Vetpol, and wish to upgrade your qualification with additional animal 

species. 

You can add one, two or three species all together in one sitting, or top up your qualification 

gradually. 

https://www.facebook.com/LantraUK/
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What will be covered? 

This qualification will assess that you understand or know: 

• What SQPs can legally do and their responsibilities 

• The positive contribution SQPs make to society and animal health 

• The principal factors when choosing a medicine 

• How the veterinary industry is structured 

• The importance of using the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) database 

compendium of datasheets 

• How to distinguish between the different legal categories of medicines and how to select 

the correct category  

• The need for, and promotion of, responsible prescribing  

• How to store medicines correctly  

• How to demonstrate competency in administering medicines, understanding how 

medicines work and how this affects an SQP’s recommendations  

• Safety considerations and how to report adverse events  

• The principles of homeostasis  

• Protective mechanisms and health  

• The basic principles of anatomy and physiology  

• The basics of infectious and nutritional disease  

• The animal owner’s needs  

• When to refer to a vet  

• How to communicate effectively with owners away from the premises  

• The basic requirements for the health and welfare of companion animals (dogs, cats and 

rabbits) in accordance with the Animal Welfare Act 

• The parameters of the SQP’s legal obligations in terms of supply and pharmacovigilance 

• When to implement treatments for common endo- and ectoparasite infestations in dogs, 

cats and rabbits 

• How to interact with a cat/dog/rabbit owner in accordance with SQP standards 

• When to implement treatment for fly strike and fleas in rabbits 

• How to work in accordance with the elements of the Animal Welfare Act for farm animals 

• The different performance priorities farmers must balance to achieve their objectives  

• The principles of immunity  

• The importance and value of colostrum  

• The importance of working collaboratively with other professionals in herd health 

planning   

• Sheep/pig/beef/dairy farming priorities, key diseases and treatments in which SQPs may 

be involved 

• The basic welfare requirements of birds 

• The common avian diseases and their treatments  

• The obligations of the SQP when dealing with an avian customer 

• Specified Feed Additives (SFAs) and their use 

• The basic welfare requirements for horses 

https://www.facebook.com/LantraUK/
http://www.twitter.com/lantrauk


 

   Facebook.com/LantraUK  T 02476 696 996 Lantra, Lantra House, Stoneleigh Park, 
   
   @LantraUK E awards@lantra.co.uk Coventry, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG 

 

• The SQP’s legal responsibilities concerning horse 

passports 

• The different kinds of endoparasites, their life cycles in 

horses and how they may be controlled 

• The different kinds of ectoparasites and understand 

measures to control ectoparasites 

• Understand the basics of skincare, wound and hoof care. 

 

Other areas of interest 

Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines (e-learning) as a taster or precursor for this qualification 
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